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Our West End Newsletter 

By Charmayne Richardson 
 
She has more names than anyone else in the world:  
ma, mother, mom, mama, mommy.  She answers to all 
of them.  Throughout the decades we sing about her.  
Listen to your heart and you might hear The Intruders’ 
I’ll Always Love My Mama; Jay-Z’s  Momma Loves 
Me; The Spinner’s Sweet Sadie; Tupac’s Dear Mama; 
and Boyz to Men’s A Song for Mama.   
 
Whether her image is Donna Reed, Florida Evans, 
Clare Huxtable  or Alicia Florrick,  we cherish her.    
 
She knows you longer and better than you know 
yourself.  She cries with you and laughs with you.  She 
withstood the eye rolling, neck snapping, teeth 
sucking, muttering under-the-breath mistreatment 

heaped on her while you experienced your growing 
pains. She is the one who would have the secret stash 
of money to help you with your emergencies.  She has 
the look that could make you silent as you froze in 
your tracks.  She also has the smile that makes your 
heart sing.   
 

“Mothers hold their children’s hands for a 
short while but their hearts forever.”                                                                      
 
Mother’s Day is a special day.  Use it to give her extra 

doses of the love you should shower on her everyday.  

She deserves it.    

 Atlanta Streets Alive West End Showed Heart 

Courtesy of Wheels of Change: How Women Rode the Bicycle 

to Freedom (With a Few Flat Tires Along the Way). 
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 The newsletter is published monthly. Copies are hand-
delivered, free-of-charge, to all residents in the Historic 
West End neighborhood.  Copies are also available at 
West End Library, West End Print Shop and Mutana. 

 Our volunteers: Brent Brewer, Barbara English, CB 
One Design, nuSpace Media, Charmayne Richardson, 
Kathi Woodcock, Al-yasha Williams, Zulu Quic and our 
many neighborhood distributors. 

 To submit stories or distribute, contact Brent Brewer at 
404.447.0282 or ourwestendnewsletter@gmail.com. 

About The Newsletter 

On The Cover 

Atlanta Streets Alive West End-  Interesting things DID 
happen when our streets were closed to cars and open 

to people. 

 
One thing I noticed about this Streets Alive was how specific it felt to 

the community.  

The West End is a very unique community and that shows in the 

people who live there as well as the businesses that thrive there like 

vegan and vegetarian shops, detox places and black book stores. 

Excerpts from the following blog about our ASA event: 

http://iamamartan.blogspot.com/2014/04/streets-alive-part-iii.html 

 
For more fun in the Historic West End, come join us: 
25th Anniversary Malcolm X Festival.  May 17-18. West End Park. 
Funk Lordz Dance Workshop and Battle Performances. Saturday, May 17 (see 
article on page 4). 
Tony Braxton Book signing.  May 23.  Shrine of the Black Madonna Bookstore.   
Haylene Green, recognized by National Women in Agriculture Association for 
her tropical garden, at the West End Farmer’s Market, Sundays starting at 2pm.   

Now that you have seen our heart.  Look inside for  

highlights from Atlanta Streets Alive West End event! 
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Founder’s Corner 
 
Reflections on 40th Anniversary 
 
I had lived in Grant Park and in 
Midtown, but what I noticed about  
Historic West End is that people 
really cared about their 
neighborhood, the people in their 
neighborhood, and the things that 
made the neighborhood a great one -
- things like the houses, the thriving 
small business community, the 
community leaders and volunteers 
who pour so much of their hearts 
into the West End. I bought a home 
here - on Grady Place - in 2003.  
  
When I was working with Our West 
End Newsletter (OWEN) from 2006 
to 2008, there were over 100 people 
in the community who wrote articles 
for the paper, 50+ people who 
distributed the paper door-to-door, 
100 businesses and organizations that 
took out advertisements.  We had a 2 

      Our West End Newsletter                                      7 

Publisher’s Corner 
 

10 Years a Historic  
West End Neighbor 

 
As a 10-year resident, I know that 
moving into the Historic West End is 
always an uncomfortable proposition.  
With historic homes at affordable 
prices, comes a constant state of 
permitting, landscaping, building and 
renovating. 
 
From its inception, isn’t an 
uncomfortable state at the heart of 
the West End experience?  Didn’t 
urban pioneers go against tradition by 
building one of the first streetcar 
routes along Ralph David Abernathy
(then Gordon), making West End an 
ideal intown destination (see article 
on page 6)? 
 
Similarly, as the primary bicycle 
advocate in a car-centric city, Atlanta 
Bicycle Coalition knows all about 
being uncomfortable and plan to 
embrace it until Atlanta becomes a 
city that is safer, easier, and more 
attractive to bicycle for fun, fitness 
and transportation. 
 
Being uncomfortable creates changes 
in neighborhoods like Atlanta Streets 
Alive West End event.  Over 16,000 
turned out for our first-time location, 
but more than just numbers, I loved 
seeing such diversity of people, 
activity, and life brought to the 
streets. 
 
Stay uncomfortable.  Stay hungry for 
change.  Support our growth. 
 
Brent 
Brewer, 
OWEN 
Publisher 
(not 
pictured) 

404–439-1026 404–414-3289 

AreaWestRealty.com 

Nia@AreaWestRealty.com 

964 R.D. Abernathy Blvd. 
Suite C 
Atlanta, GA 30310 

Ph: 404.752.7625 or 404-207-1580  
Fax: 404.752.7786 or 404-207-1584 

E-mail: weprint@westendprintshop.com 

Store Hours: Mon-Fri: 8am-8pm Sat: 9am-5pm 
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 As Atlanta was recovering from the Civil War, George 
Adair and Richard Peters organized the Atlanta Street  
Railroad Company and began work on construction of  
Atlanta's first trolley line.  The first line began on the west 
side of the railroad tracks at Whitehall St. (now a part of 
Peachtree St), traveled south, conveniently passing Peters' 
downtown Atlanta residence, and proceeded southwest on  
Peters Street, where it terminated at a point near Adair's  
residence in the prospering suburban town of West End. The 
line was later extended deeper into West End.. –Breaking 

Photo Courtesy of Barbara English. 
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West End Historic District 

How to get Atlanta Streets Alive attendees to stop riding through the neighborhood and enjoy it within community ... 

By Al-Yasha Williams with Zulu Quic 
You might have seen a few unusual bikes at Atlanta 
Streets Alive, but none quite like Quic’s; glowing 
chrome, high handlebars and pedals close to the 
ground.  Lowrider vehicles have decades of credibility 
and culture in Latino history and intersect with street 
style on many levels.  As a lowrider bike and car 
enthusiast, activity partner and active participant in 
other Atlanta Streets Alive events, Quic embodied the 
spirit of  Atlanta Streets Alive and had a memorable 
impact in terms of  social interaction, inter-cultural, 
and inter-generational participation.   
 
Quic not only set an example for the social interaction 
at Atlanta Streets Alive, he taught everyone the moves 
to do it.  He contributed a breaking exhibition, a hip 
hop dance workshop for kids and adults, and he flash 
mobbed all the performances, drawing the crowd into 
the experience.  Quic has been teaching Hip Hop 
Dance at the West End Performing Arts Center 
(WEPAC) for four years and lives on Oglethorpe 
Avenue. 
 
Quic is the leader of the Funk Lordz crew, a collective 
of visual artists, deejays, street dancers, fashion 

designers, musicians, cyclists and martial artists.  The 
Funk Lordz are celebrating their 12th year anniversary 
on May 15th-18thin Atlanta, GA.  Crew members, 
supporters and fans will dance in different historic 
neighborhoods including East Atlanta, Historic Fourth 
Ward, and Historic West End. 
 
The Funk Lordz 12th year anniversary is Saturday 
May, 17th and YES, it is in the West End. The dance 
Workshops are from 12-4pm at WEPAC and the Skill 
4 Sole street dance battles will be at Return to Royalty 
Ballroom (next door to Soul Vegetarian Restaurant). 
The Children's battle is from 4pm-6pm and all age 
battles 7-11pm.  $2500 in cash and prizes will go to 
the winners with travelers coming from Canada, 
Boston, NYC, Miami, Texas, Tenessee, Alabama, NC, 
SC, Ohio, etc... just to see what's happening in the 
West End! 
 
You can find Quic and his comrades Dubb and Shakur 
at West End Park on Saturday mornings with their 
Bikes Bars and Breaks Program.  From 9am-1pm they 
tune up the children's bikes and teach bicycle safety, 
calisthenics and Hip Hop dance.  He also hosts 
Salsa dance and fitness workshops and private 
lessons at affordable rates for the West End 
community. “Teaching gives me an opportunity to 
bridge the gap from our young to our elders through 
timeless music and dance styles. It also develops 
character, courage, creativity, and sharpens life skills 
such as decision making, communication and listening 
skills,” Quic says. 
 
The Funk Lordz are also inviting people to hang out 
with them and relax at the park on Sunday in the West 
End during the Malcolm X Festival.  Bring out the 
family and see some of the lowriders from the car club 
Latin Low. 

RDA Streetscape Update:  
Gateway Landmark Preview  ASA: Music & Dancing Created Shared Experience At Atlanta Streets Alive West End, a tuba line 

gathered on Ralph David Abernathy Blvd, signaling 
the start of an impromptu parade.  The blaring sound 
startled an approaching cyclist who was on his first 
loop of the route.  The cyclist took a second to 
recover his balance, stopped, and smiled.   
 
Kebbi Williams and the Wolfpack, foundational band 
of Music in the Park, are well aware of how affecting a 
well-played horn section can be. Wolfpack is a massive 
collective of local musicians who love live music and 
think that everybody should have access to it from 
clubs to schools, parks and now the streets.  All 
Wolfpack members play in other bands, which makes 
it possible for Music in the Park to compile a line up 
of over 20 pop-up performances at seven venues. 
 

“The uncomfortable closeness must 
have felt right.. hundreds stayed in 
West End until dusk.”  
 
As playing musicians marched right along dancers in 
streets clothes and strangers of all ages who were just 
feeling the music, the lines blurred between performer 
and participant.  During the course of the opening 
parade, the stage was set for an uncomfortable 
closeness where strangers (musicians and non-
musicians alike) were connected only by their common 
love of good live music. 
 
This uncomfortable closeness must have felt right 

because crowds at the performances remained steady, 

dancing was abundant, audience participation was 

vibrant, and hundreds stayed in West End until dusk 

to share in the Music in the Park finale experience 

where a 100-piece band of youth and professional 

musicians played orchestral music.   

 Uncomfortable Closeness 

Recently, Wolfpack hit 4th Ward Park with 3 sousaphones, 3 tubas,  

2 trombones, 2 trumpets, 6 sax, 1 harmonica, 1 flute, guitar,  


