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Our West End Newsletter 

Brent Brewer 
 
For the past decade, 
Historic West End’s 
neighbors have felt the 
tides of underwater 
mortgages– owing more 
on the mortgage than the 
house is worth.    But 
instead of drowning 
individually, we weathered 
it collectively.  When new 
residents bought their 
historic houses at half the 
price of their neighbors, 
we accepted them 
because they stabilized a 
previously vacant house.  
In this way, the financial 
crisis encouraged 
residents who formerly 
just lived in a community 
to act like a community. 
 
As the economy improves, creating chances to sell 
homes and move out of West End, will we remain 
neighbors or become a neighborhood of residents?   

Atlanta Streets Alive (read more 
on page 3)/ Music in the Park  
ATL (ASA/MITP-ATL) 
presents a key opportunity to 
recreate a sense of attachment 
to Atlanta’s Historic West End. 
 
For the past five years, Music 
in the Park ATL has 
transformed Atlanta’s Historic 
West End.  We have enjoyed 
free live music in our parks, 
community gardens, on the 
BeltLine, and even in the 
streets during last year’s Atlanta 
Streets Alive event. 
 
The act of playing live 
instruments in public spaces 
creates a park atmosphere—a 
shared space for social 
interaction. 
 
ASA/MITP-ATL reaffirms 

our front porch community identity. There are many 
occasions in our every day lives to ‘invite folks onto 
our porches.’ 

 Are We Neighbors or Residents? 

Join us for the OWEN 50th (Issue)/ Music in the Park ATL (MITP-ATL) 5th Anniversary Fundraiser  
Recommended Donation: $10 General Admittance and $25 VIP Seating 

Online donations made at www.musicintheparkatl.org (Additional info. on MITP-ATL & OWEN FB Pages).   
 

Thursday, March 19, 2015, Doors Open 6:30 PM.  St. Anthony’s of Padua.  928 Ralph D. Abernathy Blvd SW. 

 The newsletter is published monthly. Copies are hand-
delivered, free-of-charge, to all residents in the Historic 
West End neighborhood.  Copies are also available at 
West End Library, West End Print Shop and Mutana. 

 Our volunteers: Brent Brewer, Myrna Anderson-Fuller, 
Jenny T. Long, Rachel Krause, Beth McBee, Elizabeth 
Talaska, Kalin Thomas, Sole Williams-Brewer and our 
many neighborhood distributors. 

 To submit stories or distribute, contact Brent Brewer at 
404.447.0282 or ourwestendnewsletter@gmail.com. 

About The Newsletter 

404–439-1026 404–414-3289 

AreaWestRealty.com 

Nia@AreaWestRealty.com 
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For their second year in a row, Brown Middle School 

participated in The Wren's Nest's Scribes Program.  Eighth-

grade students were selected to be Scribes and write about 

this year's theme -- Food Production & Safety. With the help 

of professional writers as their mentors, fifteen students wrote 

stories to be published in their own book, entitled Fork & 
Pen.  The book will be launched in early May.  Stay tuned for 

a flyer with the date and location of the book launch.  "I am 

so proud of the hard work and creativity that the Brown 

students put into this book," said The Wren's Nest Program 

Director, Kalin Thomas.  Thomas just started in her position 

in November of 2014.  "It's an honor to head up the 

programming that the Wren's Nest offers to the local 

community, as well as national and international visitors. And 

I'm looking forward to getting more involved in the West End 

community." Thomas and a new set of writing mentors are 

currently working with the Wren's Nest Scribes Program at 

KIPP Strive Academy.  Their book will launch in September 

at the Decatur Book Festival. 

ASA/ MITP-ATL reaffirms that there are 
many occasions in our every day lives to 

interact with people. 
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Youth Page: 
 

Where I’m From 

 

I’m from the Dogwood tree 

With the leaves that blow. 

As they fall to the ground, 

Just like snow. 

 

I’m from my room 

With my bunk bed. 

I also have an air hockey table 

Across from my bed. 

 

I’m from West End Park 

With the trees waving hello. 

I’m swinging on the swing, 

Swinging to and fro. 

 

I’m from Oglethorpe Avenue 

Where it’s cool in the hood. 

I’m seeing everything 

In my neighborhood.  

 

Sole Williams-Brewer 

 

964 R.D. Abernathy Blvd. 
Suite C 
Atlanta, GA 30310 

Ph: 404.752.7625 or 404-207-1580  
Fax: 404.752.7786 or 404-207-1584 

Businesses and organizations along the route are 
invited to sponsor Atlanta Streets Alive or create an 
activity and join in the fun. 
 
Community groups and businesses can get involved 
by: extending business onto the sidewalk by setting up 
café tables or displays and serving guests and 
customers; planning or sponsoring an activity that 
activates the space in front of their business; 
volunteering to help run the event or becoming a 
sponsor of the event. 
 
The event will kick off with remarks by Atlanta 
Bicycle Coalition Executive Director, elected officials, 
and sponsors at 2 p.m., followed by the Bicycle 
Parade.  Activities will include roving musical 
performances by Music in the Park, a local nonprofit 
dedicated to enlightening young performers and 
inspiring vibrancy in communities through music and 
performing arts. 
 
The following streets will be closed to car traffic on 
Sunday April 19th from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
*Ralph David Abernathy Blvd (from Langhorn St SW 
to Lee Street SW) all lanes 
*Lee Street SW (from Ralph David Abernathy to 
Donnelly) all lanes 
*White St SW (from Ralph David Abernathy Blvd SW 
to Lee St SW) all lanes 
*Peeples St SW (from Ralph David Abernathy Blvd to 
White St SW) all lanes 
 
Cars will be allowed to cross Ralph David Abernathy 
Blvd SW at Lawton St SW and White St SW; Peeples 
St SW at Oglethorpe Ave SW; Joseph E. Lowery Blvd 
crossing Ralph David Abernathy Blvd (businesses and 
residents only.) 
 
Sponsors of Atlanta Streets Alive in the West End 
include MailChimp, REI, New Belguim Brewing, and 
the Atlanta Regional Commission. 
 
Visit AtlantaStreetsAlive.com for more information 
about getting involved.  Atlanta Streets Alive is an 
initiative of the Atlanta Bicycle Coalition.  The mission 
of the Atlanta Bicycle Coalition is to create a healthier, 
more sustainable Atlanta by making it safer, easier and 
more attractive to bicycle for fun, fitness and 
transportation. 
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Atlanta, GA– The streets of Atlanta’s West End will 
spring to life on Sunday, April 19 from 2 p.m. to 6 
p.m., as a 3.5-mile loop in the Historic West End is 
opened to people on foot, bike, and other human-
powered activities, and closed to motorized traffic. 

Atlanta Bicycle Coalition’s open-streets initiative, 
Atlanta Streets Alive, is designed to give people the 
opportunity to experience vibrant people-oriented 
streets that encourage walking, biking and other 
healthy activities, by taking cars out of the equation 
for the afternoon. 

Last year was Atlanta Streets Alive’s first visit to the 
West End.  “The Atlanta Bicycle Coalition is very 
excited to come back to the Historic West End,”  
Atlanta Bicycle Coalition Executive Director 
Rebecca Serna said.  “There is such a strong 
community spirit in the West End, and Atlanta 
Streets Alive highlights that neighborhood pride and 
gives residents and visitors a whole new perspective 
by inviting people to slow down and experience the 
neighborhood’s assets.” 

This year’s event will feature tactical urbanism, or 
inexpensive, individual projects that make small 
places more lively and enjoyable, designed with 
seniors in mind, through a grant from the Atlanta 
Regional Commission.  In addition, People for a 
Livable Lee Street will construct a pop-up protected 
bike lane on Lee Street.  Lee Street will be 
highlighted during the event in order to bring 
attention to the group’s goal of converting this high 
speed arterial to a Complete Street that encourages 
transportation by foot and on bike, while connecting 
neighborhoods, transit, and jobs. 

The Sunday event will also highlight the Atlanta 
BeltLine’s West End Trail and the currently under 
construction Westside Trail. 

“Atlanta has all the tools to become a top city for 
cycling,”  Mayor Kasim Reed said last year in a 
prepared statement.  “It’s through events like Atlanta 
Streets Alive that we are able to envision our city’s 
potential to embrace active modes of 
transportation.” (Continued on page 7) (404) 445-8100 
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West End Historic District 

Distributors 
Wanted for 
Selective Delivery 
in Oakland City 
Neighborhood 


