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Our West End Newsletter 

Fabled Legacy. Kids First. Always Interesting. What’s Next? 

By Brent Brewer 
 
A 100-year old Southern 
house museum really only 
needs to remain standing.  
On its 100th birthday, a 
freshly renovated Wren’s 
Nest has become so much 
more: relevant to the 
Historic West End 
community. 
 
Joel Chandler Harris, 
author of Uncle Remus 
Folktales, made the Wren’s 
Nest his home until 1908.  
Five years later it became a 
museum.  Located at the 
heart of our neighborhood 
with a grand front porch that can hold 100 people, the 
Wren’s Nest has always been the gathering place of 
the community.  But, over the past 100 years, their 
programs have not kept up with the changing 
demographics of the neighborhood.  Unfortunately, 
criticism filled the void left by low attendance. 
 
It would take a direct descendent of Harris, with a 
familiar understanding of his Legacy, to risk 
modernizing its programs.  Lain Shakespeare, great-
great-great Grandson of Harris and Executive 
Director from 2006 to 2011, is credited with making 
Wren’s Nest interesting again.  Programs became 

more inclusive of all oral narrative 
expression forms.  
Accomplishments  
under his tenure include: a well-
designed website, an entire roster 
of volunteer storytellers, and a 
packed schedule of performances.   
Writer's workshops for young 
people to publish their own 
literary magazines were also 
introduced.   
 
Working with professional 
writers, students at KIPP Strive 
Academy learned to craft their 
own story.  In a second program, 
high school students create a 
literary journal consisting of the 
works of their peers.  Books are 

published and launched at the Decatur Book Festival 
every year.    Nurturing our kids to be future 
storytellers has made the Wren’s Nest an important 
partner in the community.  Historic West End loves 
The Wren’s Nest for it. 
 
What’s next for The Wren’s Nest (Continued on page 7). 

 

 The newsletter is published monthly. 1500 copies were 
printed in July 2013.  Copies are hand-delivered, free-of
-charge, to all residents in the Historic West End 
neighborhood.  Copies are also available at West End 
Library and West End Print Shop. 

 Our volunteers: Denise Blake, Brent Brewer, Leesa 
Kellam(Special Thanks.Good Luck.), Walter Luckett, 
Beth McBee, Charmayne B. Richardson, Kay Wallace, 
and our many neighborhood distributors. 

 To submit stories or distribute, contact Brent Brewer at 
404.447.0282 or bdbrewr@gmail.com. 

About The Newsletter 

On The Cover 

1: Saturday, July 13th, 7:30 am.  Run/ Walk in the Atlanta 
BeltLine Southwest 5K & Youth 1K Fun Run.  Not running, 
have a breakfast porch party to cheer on W.E. racers.  
2:  Thank you Councilpersons Ceaser C. Mitchell and Cleta 
Winslow for materializing the LCI into sidewalk art on RDA. 
3: LUVDROP Production presents “My People”, Family-
friendly Art & Talent Showcase.  Sat. and Sun., August 23 & 
24, 2013. 7:30pm.  West End Performing Arts Center.  945 
Ralph David Abernathy Blvd. Donations requested at door. 
4: June 6, 2013.  50 NeighborhoodLIFT volunteers, including 
Mr. Hollins, painted, planted, raked, and mulched Howell 
Park and along Peeples Street for NeighborWorks Week. 
6.  Why so serious Lain Shakespeare?  Hopefully married life 
turns that frown upside down.  Congrats Amelia and Lain! 

1 3 4 5 2 6 

West End Historic District 

“The Wren’s Nest is becoming 
the premier storytelling hub  

for the City of  Atlanta.” 

8/23 7/13 

Wren’s Nest: Reflections on One Hundred Years as a House Museum: 

Celebrate Wren’s Nest‘s100th Birthday at a  
KIPP Scribes writing program fundraiser! 

Very Vouched Birthday 
When: Thursday, July 18th, 2013 at 7pm. 

Location: The Goat Farm Arts Center 
RSVP and invite all your friends at www.wrensnest.org 
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What’s Next for Nest? (cont. pg 1) 

Born in Historic West End 
and raised in NW/SW 
Atlanta, current Executive 
Director Sue Gilman has 
an intimate understanding 
of Harris legacy and is well
-positioned to direct the 
Wren’s Nest into the next 
100 years.   
 

The Wren’s Nest is becoming the premiere storytelling hub 
for the City of Atlanta.  Our plan is to create a place where 
young people can come to learn to tell their own stories, not 
only through traditional storytelling, but also through writing 
and publishing.  We have have an excellent beginning with 
our writing and publishing program for middle school  
students and our literary journal program for high school 
students. 
 
We want to create a program for newspaper publishing, 
online zines, storytelling training and more. We want to be a 
complete writing resource for young people, from helping with 
homework after school to publishing stories in books. 

At the same time we have to keep up our beautiful National 
Historic Landmark house museum. Right now it needs a 
new roof  and a new HVAC system. If  we want the house 
to last another 100 years, all the experts say we need to move 
the operations out and let the house be a museum. We also 
want to continue to develop our beautiful amphitheatre and 
do a complete historical landscaping program. We're not 
quite ready to be the Chastain of  southwest Atlanta. First 
we need a roof  over the amphitheatre. There is no lack of  
enthusiasm, inspiration or good ideas for the next 100 years 
of  the Wren's Nest. We just need lots of  support - and 
money. 
 
We're excited about expanding our Scribes program to 
Brown Middle School in the fall.  Brown has a new princi-
pal coming in who we hear is going to be spectacular. We're 
really looking forward to being more a part of  the communi-
ty and supporting young people who live in our neighborhood 
in their ability to tell their own stories, to have a voice. 

Which design elements will make the final mural ? 
Art@Work Closing Ceremonies at West End Peforming Arts Center 

Friday, July 19th, 2013 at 6pm 
Completed wall mural artwork unveiled along with music performances by 

youth artists. 
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President’s Corner 
 

Greetings Neighbors, 
 
Exciting things are continuing to 
happen in Historic West End.  We 
celebrated a groundbreaking 
ceremony for Ralph David Abernathy 
streetscapes, the June 1st concert at 
the Wren’s Nest was a blast, our two 
House museums will be 
commemorated and now we will host 
the Atlanta BeltLine Southwest 5K 
and Youth 1K Fun Run on Saturday, 
July 13th. 
 
What can we say? Historic West End 
ROCKS.  In regards to the concert, 
let me first thank you for making it a 
memorable event, especially Atlanta 
BeltLine Partnership Inc., Atlanta 
Preservation Society, Capitol City 
Bank, NeighborhoodLIFT Program, 
State Representative Pat Gardner, and 
Trees Atlanta. Your ongoing WEND 
support is greatly 
appreciated.  Proceeds from that 
fundraising effort will go towards our 
beautification committee.  We've 
already jumpstarted that initiative by 
getting your input, incorporating 
several neighborhood clean-ups and 
partnering with local governmental 
entities.  Be on the lookout as we 
anticipate cleaner, more landscaped, 
and sustainable amenities in our 
community. 
 
Lastly, thank you as we move forward 
in preserving and enhancing the 
proud legacy of our Historic District. 
 
I am truly honored and appreciate 
your participation. 
 
Kim Parmer, WEND President 

 

 

In her own words: 
Gilman speaks about  

future of  Wren’s Nest 

Our plan is to create a place where 
young people can come to learn to tell 
their own stories, not only through  
traditional storytelling, but also through 
writing and publishing. 

Creativity on the Move 

Sketches from Wall Art Mural : 
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Watch This Space 

By Charmayne B. Richardson 

From the outside, the Space Millennium structure 
might dupe you into believing it’s a standard 
warehouse on the Beltline’s southwest side. But the 
inside of this 20,000 square-foot building tells the real 
story.  

The first thing you see when you enter the restaurant/
lounge from the gated parking lot is its elegant décor. 
A modularized silver couch that stretches end-to-end 
invites you to settle in. Comfortable seating is in 
abundance, and all of it is premium. You are embraced 
by the friendly, relaxed atmosphere, and contagious 
laughter of the patrons makes you smile. The always-
warm servers cater to you. Try the crowd favorites: 
SPACE wings and the grilled shrimp and rice.  Expect 
top-shelf wines and spirits, $3-$5 drinks, and free 
drinks for new West End residents on their first visit.       

Sit at the bar, socialize with the regulars called “The 
Congressman,” or just sip on a brew, munch an 
appetizer, and watch the play-offs. Or, camp at the 
end of the bar and challenge yourself at the computer 
game station. If you just want to talk smack and get 
your pool game on, the billiards’ room awaits you. 
 
Dancing the night away is possible too. On several 
nights, every week, SPACE features live bands and 
funky DJs. “The vision,” says Antonio Miller, one of 
the three owners, “is to have people enjoy themselves 
in a nice, clean, trouble-free, Buckhead-in-the-West 

End environment ... where everybody knows your 
name.” With the feeling and atmosphere of Cheers, 
the only thing missing is the theme song.  When asked 
about it Antonio promises with a chuckle, “We’ll work 
on it.”   
 
SPACE has another area next to the pool room -  an 
area the size of a small arena. Massive.  Remember 
Kebbi’s Music in the Park indoor jam session in May 
that attracted hundreds of guests from all over the 
city? SPACE hosted it. This special-events space is a 
modern, well-appointed, raw expanse that can 
accommodate just about any activity. Think of it for 
weddings, parties, block parties, mud-wrestling, job 
fairs, orchestral concerts.  The only thing stopping you 
is your imagination. 

Antonio, an Atlanta native, shares a long history with 
the West End. He attended Brown when it was a high 
school.  This entrepreneur always wanted a business in  
West End so he could give back to the community. 
“This is home.” He tells other business owners, 
“Don’t listen to critics, and don’t let negative feelings 
stop you.”             
                          
The next time you want to eat, drink and enjoy, go to 
SPACE Millenium. Thanks to the trio of owners: 
Mark Wilkerson, Charles Lackley and Antonio Miller, 
we can  finally do that in our own neighborhood..  

 

“The vision is to have people enjoy them-
selves in a nice, clean, trouble-free,   
Buckhead-in-the-West End environment 
… where everybody knows your name.” 

“Don’t listen to critics and don’t let nega-
tive feelings stop you.” 
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Yard of  Month:  Doug– A Neighbor You’d Love Next Door   

A friend of mine from Seattle owned this property.  I 

came to see it, loved it and rented it for six months.  

Six months later, I purchased it. 

KW:  What are your biggest concerns about your 

new neighborhood? 

DF:  I’d say the litter in West End, how much there is 

on the streets and that it’s everywhere.  Next week, I 

am participating in the clean-up event on Peeples 

Street because I’d like West End to be cleaner and 

more attractive.  Also, our interstate exits need to be 

better kept and free of litter and panhandlers.  I’d also 

like to see improvements to the apartments in the 

neighborhood. 

KW:  Name your favorite things about West End. 

DF: 1. Location 

2. My neighbors - the neighborhood welcomed me. 

3. The Auction! (Note: Second 

Friday of each month, an antiques 

auction is held at the Atlanta 

Auction Gallery located at 556 Tift 

Street.  Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 

for looking and free food/drinks; 

auction starts at 6:30p.m.) 

Doug, we call you neighbor.  

Welcome to West End!. 

By Kay Wallace 
 
It’s not possible to pass Doug’s House on Lawton 

Place without stopping to gaze at his beautiful home, 

yard, and porch.  His porch beckons for a sit-down, a 

cool drink, and a long chat.  That’s exactly what I did 

one evening along with his two dogs—Hudson and 

Sox. 

KW: Why West End? 

DF: West End is one of the only neighborhoods left 

in Atlanta for a really good buy at this price point and 

value.  The sense of community here is very strong, in 

fact stronger than where I livied before!  I got excited 

meeting neighbors when attending WEND meetings.  

I know all my neighbors,, I socialize with everybody, 

we do things, we go to church events together and we 

work on our houses and yards.  And I love all my 

girlfriends in the neighborhood (Doug gave a shout-

out to Barbara Williams, the “unofficial” deputy mayor 

of West End). 

KW: When did you first visit West End and what 

was your impression? 

DF:  Twenty years ago, I had friends who lived in 

Castleberry so I drove over to West End to look 

around and it was not like it is today; then I was scared 

to death.  It’s changed a lot, there’s more structure 

now-West End Par, Brown Middle School and the 

neighborhood are kept up nicely.  I walk the dogs, so I 

get to see the neighborhood. 

Douglas Foscarini is a 20-year Atlanta resident, who moved from 
Ansley Park about 1 year ago.  Occupation: Residential  

Landscaper 

 


