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Our West End Newsletter 

Excerpts from 
Creative Loafing 
Article by Robert Isaf 
 
MARTA is planning to 
partner with private 
developers and start 
turning some of the 
transit agency’s parking 
lots into mixed-use 
developments.  The 
Oakland City mixed-
use development is the 
only Transit-Oriented-
Development (TOD)
project south of I-
20 to be selected by 
MARTA staff as one 
of five to move 
forward in 2015. 
 
“It brings in new people,”said Lela Randle, president 
of the Oakland City Community Organization. “[B]ut 
it also can help us as a community have more faith. 
We do have people in the neighborhood that have 
kind of lost hope. And there is hope, there’s plenty of 

beauty in the neighborhood 
— and so when you bring 
stuff like this in, it does help 
us, as residents and owners, 
to see the beauty.” 
  
According to Creative 
Loafing, “a report of the 
TOD planning process is 
now being prepared, and its 
contents will have to be 
adopted as an amendment 
to the Oakland City/
Lakewood Livable Centers 
Initiative. That process 
requires a Neighborhood 
Planning Unit vote and a 
public hearing in March or 
June before the amendment 
appears before the City 
Council. The MARTA 

property must be rezoned to allow mixed use 
development — a move that also requires legislation 
to appear before the NPU and Zoning Review board 
before heading to the City Council”. 

(See page 7 for more about Livable Lee Street) 

 MARTA Considers Lee St Transit-Oriented-Development 
“Drive” “Bike” “Ride” “Walk” “From 7 to 70” 

Complete Streets are Safe Streets for Everyone. 

Join us at the final infrastructure bond meetings to speak up for adding  
Complete Streets on Lee Street in the bond. 

 
January 22, 2015, 6-8 PM.  Atlanta Metropolitan College.  1630 Metropolitan Parkway SW. 

What is a Transit Oriented Development? -Atl. Regional Commission 
A TOD is a pedestrian-friendly, mixed-use community that provides 
relief from totally automobile-dependent lifestyles by increasing access to 
transit for residents and workers, enabling them to drive their cars less 
and ride transit more.  TODs provide people with options so they can 
choose where to live, work, play and mingle.  In the most successful 
TODs, transit stations integrate seamlessly into the community. 

 The newsletter is published monthly. Copies are hand-
delivered, free-of-charge, to all residents in the Historic 
West End neighborhood.  Copies are also available at 
West End Library, West End Print Shop and Mutana. 

 Our volunteers: Brent Brewer, Andrew Esenten, Dorian 
Hendricks,  Robert Isaf, Rachel Krause, Michelle 
Rushing, Beth McBee, People for a Livable Lee Street, 
Paulette Richards and our many neighborhood 
distributors. 

 To submit stories or distribute, contact Brent Brewer at 
404.447.0282 or ourwestendnewsletter@gmail.com. 

About The Newsletter 

404–439-1026 404–414-3289 

AreaWestRealty.com 

Nia@AreaWestRealty.com 

On The Cover 

 
 

  
 
 

Our Neighborhood Planning Unit (NPU) Meetings: 
 

NPU-S, 3rd Thursday, 7 PM. The Vicars. 838 Cascade Rd SW. 
NPU-T, 2nd Wednesday, 7 PM. KIPP Strive. 1444 Lucile Ave. SW 

West End Neighborhood Development 
1st Tuesday, 7:00 PM 
West End Library. 525 Peeples Street SW. 

W.E.NA.R. 
1st Tuesday, 6:00 PM—7:00 PM 
Kroger City Center Community Room 
590 Cascade Road SW 

Oakland City Community Organization 
2nd Saturday, 10:00 AM 
New Oakland City United Methodist 
1093 Arlington Avenue SW 

Show your support for Complete Streets on Lee Street  
and Connect Neighborhoods! 

 
Our Neighborhood Association Meetings:  
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Spiritual Leader 
Transitions 

Ben Ammi Ben Israel, the spiritual leader of the 
African Hebrew Israelites who preached 
that physical immortality is attainable, died 
December 29, 2014. 

“It was an honor and a blessing to have 
known him,” Yafah Baht Gavriel, a 
spokesperson for the community, said by 
phone early this morning. “We will continue 
to live our lives according to his teachings.” 

Ben Ammi, known as “Abba HaGadol” (Great 
Father) to his followers, had fallen ill while 
traveling in West Africa over a year ago, 
apparently with malaria, though he was said 
to have been slowly recovering in recent 
months. Baht Gavriel could not immediately 
confirm the cause of death. Ben Ammi was 
75. 

Ben Ammi Ben Israel was born Ben Carter 
on October 12, 1939 in Chicago, Illinois. He 
dropped out of high school and joined the 
army, and later worked as a metallurgist at a 
foundry. A co-worker at the foundry, Eliyahu 
Buie, approached him at a water fountain in 
1961 and asked him, “Did you know that we 
are the descendants of the Biblical Israelites?” 
Carter was given the Hebrew name Ben 
Ammi (meaning “Son of My People”) by an 
early mentor. He became very involved in the 
Hebrew Israelite community in Chicago, and 
was a co-founder of the Abeta Hebrew 
Culture Center. 
 
In February 1966, he said the Angel Gabriel 
visited him while he was meditating and 
revealed that the time had come for Hebrew 
Israelites to return to their ancestral 
homeland of Israel and establish the 
Kingdom of God. The following year, Ben 
Ammi left the U.S. with approximately 350 
members of Abeta and their families and 
settled in Liberia. 

After two difficult years in the interior of the 
country, they began moving to Israel in 1969. 
The Hebrews were not recognized as Jews, 
so they were ineligible to receive Israeli 
citizenship under the Law of Return. After 
the community received permanent residency 
status in 2003, Ben Ammi applied for 
citizenship but was denied, allegedly because 
he was married to more than one woman in 
contravention of Israeli law. He petitioned 
the Supreme Court, which ordered the 
Interior Ministry to reconsider, and finally 
received citizenship in August 2013. 

He is survived by his four wives and more 

than 20 children. –Andrew Esensten 

 

964 R.D. Abernathy Blvd. 
Suite C 
Atlanta, GA 30310 

Ph: 404.752.7625 or 404-207-1580  
Fax: 404.752.7786 or 404-207-1584 

Lee Street has too many lanes for the amount of vehicular 
traffic it handles, encouraging high speeds and creating a 
hazard for all especially people on foot and on bike, and 
for motor vehicle traffic as well. 
 
The City of Atlanta and Georgia Department of 
Transportation should collaborate to make Lee Street a 
Complete Street by removing a lane, repaving the street, 
and adding bike facilities and safer crossings.  
 
These simple changes would transform this currently 
dangerous street into a safe, efficient and accessible 
connection from Atlanta to Fort MacPherson for 
thousands of residents.  This will become even more 
important, as more individuals will be considering 
alternative transportation options after the removal of 
parking spaces at the Oakland City MARTA station in 
2015 for the proposed Transit-Oriented-Development 
(T.O.D.) project.   
 
A safe walkable/bikeable Lee Street would also connect 
three additional neighborhoods (Beecher-Donnelly, 
Oakland City, and future Ft. McPherson) directly to the 
Atlanta BeltLine Westside Trail at Lee St, with an access 
point located in the West End.  
 
Whether you walk, bike, drive, take 
transit, or all of the above, fixing 
Lee Street would benefit you.  Let’s 
increase safety, decrease congestion, 
and connect our communities. 
 

People for Livable Lee Street 

Next meeting: January 28, 2015.      

6-7:30 PM.   Fire Station #14.    

1203 Lee Street SW. 

 Make Lee St a Complete Street 
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The Atlanta BeltLine has the potential to 
contribute to the health of the kids and the 
community, while also providing a family-
friendly mode of transportation., through a 
walking school bus. 

With M. A. Jones Elementary, Brown Middle 
School, Washington High School, and KIPP 
STRIVE Academy all located just off the trail, 
any kid who’s growing up and living in Historic 
West End could actually walk/ bike the BeltLine 
through his/her entire matriculation, from 
kindergarten all the way through high school.  

The walking school bus could have a positive 
impact on the health of the children walking to 
and from school by contributing to the Centers 
for Disease Control’s (CDC) recommended 60 
minutes of physical activity they need each day.*  

If interested in participating in a biking/walking school bus in the 
Historic West End neighborhood? 

Send responses to the below survey to 
ourwestendnewletter@gmail.com. 

 Get on the Bus to a Healthier Community 

(404) 445-8100 

L
A

W
T
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West End Historic District 
If complete streets could talk, it would sound like the  
Music in the Park ATL orchestra. 
 
Whether music or motion, it all starts with vibration, then 
sound follows. 
 
As a high speed car-centric thoroughfare, just like a highway, 
Lee Street is a one-note, percussion sound from passing cars 
with intermittent silence during off-peak lulls in vehicular 
traffic.   
 
As a complete street, Lee Street would transform into a 
symphony of sound:  percussion from passing cars, flute 
whistle from speedy road bicyclist, drum-like rim shot from 
the chains of bike cruisers and BMX bikes, varied melodies 
from children and parents talking while walking to school 
and work,  funk and R-B classic recordings spilling out from 
the T.O.D.’s coffee shop,  and an actual 3-piece band 
marching a walking school bus parade to Finch Elementary. 
 
Like an orchestra pit, all the vibrations from the varied 
sound devices would generate a buzz of energy that would 
make the street feel alive.   

By Michelle Rushing and Brent Brewer 

 If  Complete Streets Could Talk, It Would Sound Like.. 

Distributors 
Wanted for 
Selective Delivery 
in Oakland City 
Neighborhood 


